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Foreigner  

 

Offensive in most cases  

 

for most native English speakers 





Rich Points (Agar) 

 

“… surprises, … departures from an 
outsider’s expectations that signal a 
difference …” 

 

“…give direction to … learning.” 



Foreigner  
 

 

 Can damage communication. 

 

 Unacceptable in referring 

   to a specific person who is present.   



Kimpo Airport 1995 
 

KOREANS FOREIGNERS 



Incheon Airport 2009 
 

KOREAN 
CITIZENS 

NON-KOREAN 
CITIZENS 



Definitions 
 foreign   /fáwrin, fór–/ adj.  

1. or characteristic of a country or a language other than one’s own.  

2. dealing with other countries (foreign service).  

3. of another district, society, etc.  

4. unfamiliar; strange; uncharacteristic.  

5. coming from outside. 
 

-: 

"foreign adj."  The Oxford American Dictionary of Current English. Oxford University Press, 1999. 

Oxford Reference Online. Oxford University Press.  Hankuk University of Foreign Studies.  28 October 

2009  http://www.oxfordreference.com/views/ENTRY.html?subview=Main&entry=t21.e11889 
   

 

http://www.oxfordreference.com/views/ENTRY.html?subview=Main&entry=t21.e11889


Corpus samples –  
 … UEFA's three foreigner ruling kept him out of a number of  …         
  
 … a wave of violent anti-foreigner sentiment in the capital …  
  
 … when he discovered that a foreigner resident in France may not …     
  
 … As a foreigner, she can be arrested at any time under this …  
  
 … outsider, a foreigner. Even more of a bloody foreigner than I am.  
 You're causing trouble, stirring …  
  
 … expulsion was different. They fielded one foreigner too many … 
  
 … who had, in fact, been executed for hiding a foreigner, but a  
      number of people have been beaten … 
 

 























Foreigner Survey 
 Do Anglo-Americans who have lived in Korea notice a 

more frequent use of the term here? 

 If so, does it bother them? 

 What kind of connotations does foreigner have? 



Survey 



Survey 



Survey 



Survey Comments 
 “… a nuance of xenophobic tendencies  ... 

 “… images of Nazi Germany and racism … 

 “… an old word that's time has passed ...” 

 “… it could be better used to describe an 
infectious virus from outer space or some 
harmful substance which enters the body …” 



Survey Comments 
 “Use of the word foreigner in Korea is rampant, and 

often used without intent to insult.”  

 

  “The word foreigner applied to you is quite offensive, 
because it says clearly, ‘you do not, will not, and can 
not belong here.’” 

 

 “You may be able to stay here for some time, but we 
expect you to leave soon.” 



Survey Comments 
 “This word should go— 

 too many negative connotations.”  

 

 “…xenophobic periods in history--pogroms, 
discrimination, anti-immigrant sentiment, etc. …” 

 

  “…definitely the English meaning of foreigner has 
a negative connotation and does not help Korea 
become a more ‘foreigner-friendly’ place.” 



Alternatives? 
 Alien? 

 International faculty, student, visitor, etc. 

 Expat? 

 Person from overseas? 

 Westerner? 

 Foreign nationals 

 Country of origin (American, Canadian, Indian, etc.”) 

 Immigrant? 

 Context, context , context … 

 

 



Foreigner  
 

 Think of alternatives; how the word may affect your 
message. 

 

 Beware of ramifications; let clients and colleagues 
know about potential problems. 

 

 Try to imagine how an English speaker might feel if 
foreigner is used in this context. 
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